ICHIGAN

May 20, 2014

House Energy and Technology Committee
Lansing, Michigan

Re: HB 5205 — Definition of renewable energy
Dear Representatives,

The Michigan Environmental Council has been a strong advocate for efforts to
transition to cleaner forms of energy. Since the passage of Public Act 295 in 2008
we have monitored implementation of our renewable energy standard and a proud
to say it has worked extremely well. We have supported renewable energy in an
effort to achieve three main goals:

1) Reduce our use of fossil fuels and the resulting greenhouse gas emission
which are contributing to climate change.

2) Move toward cleaner forms of energy which reduce harmful air
emissions which impact public health and natural resources in
Michigan.

3) Stabilize electricity costs through greater reliance on energy sources
which do not rely on fuel costs and thus have long-term stable price
structures.

HB 5205 is bad policy. Burning hazardous waste is not renewable energy and
does not help further any of the goals that renewable energy standards are
designed to achieve.

The bill adds to the definition of renewable energy “waste described in section
11514 of NREPA (page 10, line 10). Waste described in section 11514 is too
hazardous to be placed in a solid waste landfill, and includes “regulated hazardous
waste as defined in R 299.4104 of the Michigan administrative code”. Those
regulations include 20 pages of hazardous wastes virtually impossible to decipher
without a team of attorneys, and includes petroleum coke, solvents, waste oils, and
industrial byproducts.

One of the main defects in our current energy markets is the failure of the system
to account for the significant health care costs and damages associated with our
over-reliance on coal-fired power plants. In 2009, the Michigan Environmental
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